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SOUTHERN AID SOCIETY. 



MINUTES OF THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY. 

The Third Anniversary of the Southern Aid Society was 
held on Wednesday at five o'clock p. m., October 29th, 1856, at 
the residence of the Eev. Wm. H. Steele, in the city of Newark. 
In the absence of James Bookman, Esq., President of the Society, 
the Eev. Joel Parker, D. D., took the chair. 

The exercises were opened with prayer by the chairman. 

An abstract of the Treasurer's Eeport was read by Eev. O. 
Brown. The Eeport of the Executive Committee was then pre- 
sented by the General Agent. 

On motion of Eev. J. P. Hovey, seconded by Eev. J. G. Ham- 
ner, D. D., the Report was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of the General Agent, the Eev. Luther Farnham, 
of Boston, was elected a member of the Society. 

On motion of the General Agent, 

Resolved, That the officers of the Society for the past year be 
re-elected. 

Whereupon the Society adjourned to meet in the city of New 
York, at half past seven o'clock, on Wednesday the 12th of Nov. 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 

Agreeably to the above Resolution, a public meeting of the 
Southern Aid Society was held in the Mercer Street Church, 
New York city, on Wednesday evening, Nov. 12th, 1856, at half- 
past seven o'clock. 

James Boorman, Esq., President, on taking the chair remarked 
as follows : 

"In performing the duty of calling this meeting to order, I can- 
not refrain from expressing my gratification at the increasing im- 
portance which the Southern Aid Society has assumed among 
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4 MINUTES OP THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY. 

our benevolent institutions, nor from indulging in a confident be- 
lief that its sole and simple object of aiding our Christian brethren 
in extending the influence of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in its 
peaceful, truthful and righteous attributes, will continue to be the 
only object of the Society; and that its efforts may be attended 
with the blessing of an over-ruliDg Providence in making it an in- 
strument, however humble, in allaying the unhallowed excitements 
of the day, among brethren of a common faith and disciples of a 
common Lord and Master." 

Rev. Dr. Campbell, of New York, then addressed the Throne of 
Grace, after which the congregation joined in singing the 419th 
Select hymn, commencing " I love thy Kingdom, Lord." 

Gerard Hallock, Esq., Treasurer of the Society, read an ab- 
stract of his Annual Report The Report entire may be found in 
the Appendix. 

The Annual Report of the Executive Committee was read by 
Rev. Dr. Stiles, of New Haven, General Agent 

Addresses were made by Rev. A. H. H. Boyd, D. D., of Win- 
chester, Va.; Rev. Dr. Owen, of the New York Free Academy; 
and Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., Pastor of the 4th Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church, New York City. 

The meeting was dismissed with the benediction, by Rev. Tho- 
mas H. Skinner, D. D., of the New York Theological Seminary. 

"Whereupon the Society adjourned. 

The names of the Officers of the Society for the ensuing year 
will be found on next page. 
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OFFICERS. 



PRESIDENT, 

JAMES BOOKMAN, Esq., New York. 

VIC E- PRE SI DEN TS! 



Hon. William Jesfup, L. L. D., of Pa. 

* Anson G. Phelps, Sen. Esq., New York. 
Ambrose Whitb, Esq., Philadelphia. 
Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D. D.,Le Roy, N. Y. 
Rev. Samoel 0. Aiken. D. D., Cleveland, 0. 

* Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D , Andover, Mass. 
Rev. Nath. W. Taylor, D. D., New Haven, Ct 



Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., New York. 
Hon. Cyrus P Smith, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. Rbubin Post, D. D. Charleston, S. C. 
Aristarchus Champion, Esq. Rochester, N.Y. 
Hon. Charles L. Dubuisson, Natchez, Miss. 
Rev. Gbo. W. Bbthunb, D. ft. Brooklyn, N Y. 



" Deceased. 



BAORD OF DIRECTORS.' 



Rev. J. Parsons Hovby. New York. 
J. B. Sheffield, Esq., New York. 
Wm. £. Dodge, Esq., New York. 
Rev. Jobl Parker, D D., New York. 
Rev. Geo. L. Prbntiss, D. D., New York. 
Hon. John L, Mason, New York. 
Rev. Thomas H Skinneb, Jun., New York. 
Rev. J. J. Owen, D. D., New York, 
Rev. E. R Fairchild, D. D., New York. 
Kx- Governor Haines, Hamburgh, N. J. 
Joseph Dulles, Esq., Philadelphia. 
Stephen Colwbll, Esq .Philadelphia. 
Rev. Amasa Convbrsb, D. D , Philadelphia. 
Rev. H A. Rowland, D D , Newark, N. J. 
Richard Edwards, Esq , Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Jambs G. Hamnek, D. D., Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. Charles H. Read, Richmond, Va. 
Rev. Fkbdbrick A Koss, D D. Huntsville, Ala. 
Rev. Edw. H. Cdmpston, Prince Edward, Vs. 
Rev. Geo. W. Blaqdbn, D. D , Boston, Mass. 



Pliny Cutler, Esq , Boston, Mass. 
William Ropes, E*q., Boston, Mass. 
John Clark, Esq., Northampton, Mass. 
Rev. J. H. Aonbw, D. D. Pittsfleld, Mass. 
Hon. Gbobob Grbnnell, Greenfield, Mass. 
Prof. E. A. Andrews, New Britain, Ct. 
Gbo. W. Piokbrino, Esq., Bangor, Mc. 
Rev. John Richaros, D. D., Hanover, N. IL 
Rev. John Whbblbr, D. D., Burlington, Yt. 
Ex-Governor Fairbanks, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
Gen. Wm. W. Williams, Norwich, Ct., 
Ex Governor Trumbull, Hartford, Ct. 
James Donaohe, E6q., New York. 
Wililam Lloyd, Esq., Charleston, 8. 0. 
Rev. A C. Dickerson, D. D., Rowing Gr'n, Ky. 
Rev. Elbert E. Porter, Witliamsburgh, L. I. 
Harvey Ely, Esq., Rochester, N. Y. 
Rev. J. F. 8tbabns, D. D., Newark, N. J. 
William II Brown, Esq , Chicago, III. 
ProL S. F. B. Mobsb, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 



executive commute: 



Rev. Robert Baird, D. D. New York. 
Anson G. Phrlps, Jun. Esq., New York. 
EliumA C. Wilcox, Esq., New York 
Rev. J. Parsons Hovby, New York. 



Rev. Wm. H. Steblb, Newark, N. J, 
Rev. Joel Parker, D D. New York. 
Hobaob Holdbn, Esq., New York. 



treasurer: 
GERARD HALLOCK, Esq., New York. 

GENERAL AGENT! 

Rev. JOSEPH 0. STILES, D. D., New Haven. 

• Rey. Lutheb Farkham, of Boston, hag been appointed by the Executive 
Committee, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer for New England. 
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CONSTITUTION. 



Article I. This Asssociation shall be called the Southern 
Aid Society, 

Art. II. The object of this Society shall be the diffusion of 
Gospel Truth in the Southern and South-Western States : and in 
all ordinary cases this shall be done under the direction of Eccle- 
siastical Bodies or Missionary Organizations of an Evangelical 
character within said States. 

Art. III. The officers of the Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, forty Directors, a Treasurer, and a General Agent, 
to be appointed annually by the Society, and to constitute a Board 
of Management, seven of whom shall, at any meeting regularly 
convened, constitute a quorum. The General Agent shall also act 
as Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 

Art. IV. The Board of Officers shall appoint an Executive 
Committee of ten persons, including the President, Treasurer, and 
General Agent, residing in the city of New York and its vicinity, 
five of whom shall constitute a quorum at any meeting regularly 
convened. The Committee shall have the power to appoint its 
own meetings, fill any vacancies that may occur in its membeis 
during the period for which they were elected, call special meet- 
ings of the Board, or of the Society, for the settlement of such 
matters as they may be unable or unwilling to decide upon them- 
selves; receive Auxiliaries; create and employ such Agencies as 
the interests of the Society may require ; appoint Missionaries ; 
have the control and disposal of the funds, property, and estates 
of the Society ; and make an Annual Report of their proceedings 
to the Society. 

Art. V. The President, General Agent, and Treasurer of the 
Sooiety, shall be, ex-qfficio, members of the Executive Committee. 
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CONSTITUTION. 7 

Art. VI. Persons having taken part in meetings preparatory 
to the formation of this Society, may become members of it by 
subscribing to this Constitution. Other gentlemen who approve 
of the object and principles of the Society, may become members 
by the vote of two-thirds of the members present at any regular 
meeting, annual or special, or by the payment, at any one time, of 
one hundred dollars into the treasury. 

Art. VII. Any Missionary Society or Association, organized 
to labor according to the principles and on the plan proposed by 
this Society, which shall agree to pay its surplus funds into its 
treasury, and shall send to the General Agent a copy of its Con- 
stitution and Annual Beports, with the names of its Missionaries 
and fields of their operation, may be admitted as an Auxiliary. 

Art. VIII. The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be held 
in the city of New- York, or such other place as the Executive 
Committee may designate, on the last Wednesday of October in 
each year, when the officers shall be chosen, Treasury account pre- 
sented, and the proceedings of the foregoing year reported. 

Art. IX. This Constitution may be altered at any Annual 
Meeting of the Society by the votes ot three-fourths of the mem- 
bers present. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



From the hour of its organization the Southern Aid Society 
has struggled on under two great disadvantages. One has been 
the lack of labor. A national missionary institution, in its infancy, 
unsupported by the patronage of the churches, unindorsed by a 
solitary ecclesiastical body, would hardly be expected to conduct 
its collections, disbursements, correspondence, and universal busi- 
ness, so as to build itself up to any considerable dimensions, with- 
out the entire services of at least some one man. And yet it is a 
fact, that the Southern Aid Society has been served by no officer 
who did not follow an independent and all sufficient avocation. It 
has found an equal impediment in the adverse state of public sen- 
timent. The prominent operations of the Southe n Aid Society 
are two-fold — the collection of funds at the North, and their dis- 
bursement at the South. The keenest malignity could scarcely 
imagine a concurrence of events more unfriendly to the prospects 
of our cause than the division of our nation into two such parties 
as should embark the North and the South in a sharp political 
contest. Such unhappily and growingty has been the condition of 
our country from the birth of our Society to the present day. 
What then should be our gratitude to God, on this our Third Anni- 
versary, that although from the beginning our expenditure of labor 
has been so economical and the complexion of national politics so 
adverse, yet from the beginning, the Southern Aid Society has 
experienced a steady progress, in the contribution of funds, the 
applications of the destitute, the accomplishment of its object, and 
we would fain hope in the general conviction of the North and of 
the South that the Society is well worthy of record amongst the 
wholesome Christian enterprises of the day. 

I. Collections — Our financial progress is summed up in this 
brief statement During the first year our collections amounted to 
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10 THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 

$4,595 ; during the second, our collections and subscriptions ex- 
ceeded $10,000; this year, including balance in the Treasury at 
the last Anniversary, they are more than $15,000. 

We shall not duly appreciate our improvement in this respect, 
however, if we overlook the cheerful interest with which a large 
portiop of our annual income, unsolicited, has found its way to our 
treasury. An unknown friend in Boston, self-prompted of course, 
transmitted to our Treasurer the sum of $1,000, and styled it — 
44 A donation to the Southern Aid Society to assist in sending the 
gospel to the South, in the spirit of Christ our Master." The 
Lord's blessing upon him who seeks not honor from man. A 
gentleman from New Jersey, delighted with the report of the con- 
ciliatory bearing of our enterprise upon the sectional animosities 
of the aay, unsolicited volunteers the sum of $1,000 per annum 
toward the support of an agent who shall devote his whole strength 
to the advancement of the cause. A third, unsolicited, calls at our 
office, inquires into the objects and agencies of our institution, and 
leaves a check for $300, with the encouragement of future contri- 
bution. A merchant of this city, having filled a check for $100, 
looked at it for a moment, pronounced that sum not half as much 
as the cause deserved, tore the paper in pieces, and forthwith filled 
a check for twice that amount. A stranger thus introduces him- 
self to our acquaintance : " Inclosed I hand you $50 as a donation 
to the Souteiern Aid Society. Having spent much time in one of 
the most populous slave States of the South-West, I have had an 
opportunity of seeing the necessity of an organization similar to 
yours." A valued friend in transmitting to us his annual hand- 
some contribution, adds : " I will hold myself under obligation to 
you, if you will call before the end of the year ; I think I shall be 
able to spare you an additional sum." Others have brought, 
others still have sent the additional sum, and always with the most 
encouraging commendation of our enterprise. Thus, during a 
year in which the public mind has been kept in a state of excite- 
ment very unfriendly to the ends we seek, we have been permitted 
to record a much larger contribution to our treasury, under feebler 
efforts to collect it ; indeed, no small part of the sum, as you per- 
ceive, has been volunteered. May we not therefore be encouraged 
to hope that our cause is commending itself more effectually to 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. It 

tbe hearts and consciences of the people ? May we not confidently 
anticipate that arrangements during the ensuing year to secure a 
more extended presentation of its claims, will be followed by a 
very encouraging response in our enlarged facilities for sending 
the gospel to our destitute follow-raen at the South. 

II. Disbursements. — Our appropriations during the year, we 
would fain hope, stand connected with a class of facts no less en- 
couraging than those which mark the history of our collections 
Before wo enter upon the detail of our disbursements, it may be 
well to review — 

1st, Their general direction. That we have made the South and 
and the South-west the field of our operations, we feel assured will 
command the increasing approbation of every candid, reflecting 
mind. The grand necessity for this selection lies in the relative 
missionary condition of the two opposite sections of our common 
country. When we compare the fact that one third of the South- 
ern population is colored, with the fact that the two remaining 
thirds, or the white population of the South, from the first settle- 
ment of the country, have never possessed an equal degree either 
of general Christian knowledge, or of common Christian privileges, 
with the population of the North, there would seem to be no 
extravagance in the judgment, that the South is probably twice 
as destitute as the North. On the other hand, when we com 
pare the fact that the church of the North claims of Northern 
property, one dollar in about every ninety — whereas the church 
of the South claims of Southern property, only one dollar out 
of every two hundred and four; that the church of the North 
counts her vested funds at something like forty-five millions, 
while the church of the South counts hers at less than one third 
that amount ; and finally that the church of the North annually 
raises for Home Missions something like $450,000, and commis- 
sions near 2500 missionaries, while the missionaries and the mis- 
sionary income of the South are less than one third as great, — in 
view of all this diversity, there would seem to be no extravagance 
in the opinion that the North possesses twice as much missionary 
ability as the South. Surely, if there is any justice in this relative 
view of the religious features of the different sections of the coun- 
try, it would seem to become the North in the distribution of her 
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abundant missionary means to adopt a more liberal system of ex- 
penditure upon the wide spread wastes of the South, than she was 
wont to do prior to the organization of our enterprise. This, we 
beg to be understood, this constitutes the grand foundation of our 
movement Had it not been for this relative missionary condition 
of the North and of the South, we never should have organized 
our Society in the beginning, and would now feel no sufficient in- 
ducement for its further prosecution. And yet there do exist 
certain collateral subordinate reasons for enlarged Northern min- 
istration to Southern destitution which we deem worthy of a 
passing notice. 

There is an argument to this end suggested by our national 
union. If in early times the North and South bade adieu to the 
far distant land of their birth, to found a home on this western 
continent ; if they struggled so nobly side by side in our revolu- 
tionary efforts to throw off the yoke of British oppression ; and 
have lived and labored together ever since to build up those free 
institutions which distinguish us so greatly above every kingdom 
under heaven; and finally, if the North and the South do still 
dwell together as fellow-members of the same powerful and grow- 
ing Eepublic, and so closely, that even at a time when we violently 
differ, we can hardly conceive the possibility of separation, then 
national zeal should prompt the North, of her abundance, to min- 
ister to the South liberally those Christian contributions which, 
in their influence, more than all things else, conspire to exalt the 
dignity, virtue, and power of a nation; and Christian patriotism 
should induce the North to communicate liberally to the South of 
her missionary wealth, that our whole nation might be educated to 
throw forth upon the world, through all coming time, a higher 
degree of evangelizing power. Nay ! if union between the North 
and the South be any longer a desirable object, our enterprise 
has this claim to consideration — that while so many vigorous ele- 
ments are ever noisily at work to sever, this Society, although in- 
directly, quietly and narrowly, is yet certainly working only to 
bind. When our last $400 draft reached the hands of the Trea- 
surer of the Ladies' Tract Missionary Society of New Orleans, 
" What think you of this ?" said a bystander, handing the draft 
to a Southern gentleman, distinguished for his strong impression 
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of the universal unkindness of the North to the South. Taking 
the draft in his hand — "Ah, sir 1" said the gentleman, " there is no 
answering such arguments as these." Our agent, the Eev. Burr 
Baldwin, sent out the last winter to explore the destitutions of 
Texas preparatory to the wise distribution of our funds in that di- 
rection, reports that the common impression produced upon South- 
ern population by the action of our Society, might be termed a 
grateful surprise, which ordinarily finds its utterance in some such 
language as this — " Truly ! we did not think that the North enter- 
tained such kind feelings toward us ! We must teach ourselves 
to cherish more respect and kindness toward them !" "We are 
pleased, too, to observe, that while the South is conciliated to the 
North in proportion to the extent of our operations? the North is 
just as kindly and strongly drawn toward the South. Manifestly 
every dollar given by the North will transport some kind thoughts 
and feelings toward the South ; but the full vigor of this influence 
we shall not comprehend, if we do not include in our account some 
such facts as the one stated above, viz — that the report of the 
amicable bearing of our Society upon Southern feeling should have 
prompted the tender at the North of $1,000 per annum toward the 
support of a competent agent, who should devote his whole strength 
to the building up of so conciliatory an enterprise. 

There is an additional plea for the more liberal dispensation of 
our missionary strength upon the wastes of the South, in the 
justifiable self-love of the North. , So long as the Union endures, 
the South must ever be the most intimate companion of the North. 
Now a man's intelligence, elevation and comfort, depend materially 
upon the character of his daily associates. In view of the irre- 
pressible activities and socialities of trade and travel ; in view of 
the multiplied facilities and necessities of intercommunication be- 
tween the different sections of our common country, in what hap- 
pier way could the North advance her own social and moral cul- 
ture, than by contributing to the uneducated portion of her neigh- 
bors a liberal supply of those christian institutions which are at 
once the grand fountain and channel of intelligence, excellence, 
and refinement ? So long as the Union endures, — the South must 
ever be the largest customer of the North. Since therefore so 
much of the commercial prosperity of the North must depend 
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14 THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 

upon the mercantile integrity of the South, what could more sub- 
stantially advance the wealth of the North, than the enlarged 
preaching of the gospel throughout the destitutions of the South ? 
It is superfluous to say, that while the Union endures, the South 
is the political partner of the North. In what possible way could 
the North so well secure her political rights and their happy deve- 
lopment through all the future, as by the universal dispensation 
of that gospel which must ever be the fruitful parent of all political 
virtue and wisdom ? Thus, if the North duly appreciates her 
own manners and morals, her wealth and her power, her policy 
and her peace, she will not withhold the gospel from her needy 
neighbors of the South. 

Has not this Society done well in choosing the South as the 
grand field of her labors? It is the command of Holy Writ, "Thou 
shaltlove thy neighbor as thyself;" "Go ye, therefore, into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." Surely we 
but hearken to the voice of Christianity, when we send salvation to 
the nearest destitute. Nor does it destroy the rectitude or wisdom 
of the act, that patriotism and self-love alike demand its perform- 
ance. 

2. Special Disbursements. Our annual appropriations are dis- 
tributed amongst organizations, churches, and ministers. 

Organizations. "We have this year divided the sum of $2,000 
equally between the four following synods : — Kentucky, East Ten- 
nessee, "West Tennessee, and Mississippi; and the sum of $1,500 
between the four following Presbyteries : — Texas, Hanover, Win- 
chester, and the District of Columbia. We have thus placed in the 
hands of these various bodies the sum of $3,500. The Society, we 
trust, will heartily approve the propriety of this expenditure, in 
view of the following facts : — The representatives of these ecclesi- 
astical organizations do not only appear to us to be Christians, but 
the tenor of their correspondence indicates a decidedly wholesome 
and promising solicitude for the perishing destitute who surround 
them. They not only exhibit all due gratitude for seasonable aid, 
and a corresponding sense of the responsibility of wisely distribu- 
ting entrusted funds, but some of them seem almost disposed to as- 
cribe the preservation of their organized existence to our timely 
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interposition. The Eev. 0. M. Atkinson, representing the Home 
Missionary operations of the Synod of Mississippi, writes thus — 
"It is verily true ! We have'had trial." And so true, that he al- 
lows* himself to add—" "Without assistance, I know not what would 
become of us." On the reception of the third annual remittance of 
the sum of $500 from our treasury, he continues — " I am indeed 
at a loss for language adequate to express the real and heartfelt 
gratitude of the Synod for this renewed Christian interest and sym- 
pathy* That gratitude, it is hoped, will fully manifest itself in the 
renewed and continued consecration of the members and churches 
of the Synod to the great and blessed work to aid which your li- 
beral donation was made." " There is no source from which the 
Domestic Missionary Society of Richmond derives any part of its 
supplies" says the secretary, " towards which it cherishes a heart- 
ier sense of gratitude, or a warmer glow of christian affection, than 
towards the Southern Aid Society. Every repetition of your 
kindness seems to deepen these impressions, and to draw out our 
hearts in many thanks-givings unto God, that he has raised up and 
commissioned your noble Society as one of the chief conservators of 
peace and good-will between the North and the South. We shall be 
greatly aided in our operations by your latest contribution of $400, 
which I now have the pleasure of ackowledging the receipt of, and 
hope to be able to give you a satisfactory account of its fruitfulness 9 
in the Report we shall send you." Thus feel and speak one and 
all of the ecclesiastical bodies which have received appropriations 
from our Treasury. The spirit and principle they exhibit, are a 
pledge that the Lord's monies entrusted to them are not mis-spent. 

Nor have they been left without a witness, either on the part of 
God's providence or of his Spirit. These Bodies report that the 
funds distributed amongst them have been disbursed in ministering 
the gospel to communities exceedingly destitute ; that in general 
the feeble have been strengthened, and the despondent encouraged; 
that here a new church has been organized — there a new edifice 
erected, and elsewhere the colored population have been particular- 
ly cared for. At most points congregations have been enlarged, 
and additions made to the churches. Sometimes the three descrip- 
tive features of the Missionary field — feeble foundations, the self- 
denying toil of men, and the blessing of God — are all strikingly 
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displayed amongst the same people. At Marion, Mississippi, there 
had been formed a Presbyterian church of some five or six mem- 
bers. For the last three years the monies of the Southern Aid 
Society have enabled a good man to preach the gospel every other 
Sabbath, to this destitute flock, at first in the Court-house, the 
only sanctuary they could command. That church now numbers 
from thirty-five to forty members. Without foreign aid, they have 
erpcted an edifice which, we are informed, would be an ornament 
to any town in the State. But this work was accomplished at great 
sacrifice, both on the part of the pastor and the people. The min- 
ister went into the school-room, taught by day, studied by night, 
and preached on the Sabbath. All that he received from the teach- 
ing and preaching, he gave to the building of the church, and then 
assumed one-half the unpaid debt, though he had not the where- 
withal to meet it. Thus we would fain trust that the character of 
the brethren who are made the depositories of our funds, and the 
history they furnish of the result of their expenditure — assure the 
Society that so much of her income as has this year been appropria- 
ted to Southern organizations, will be deemed by her contributors 
to have been judiciously applied. 

Churches. In all parts of the South and South West, particu- 
lar churches, whose embarassments could not be met by the small 
appropriations received at home, have been accustomed to apply 
for aid to our Committee. When the case appears to us every way 
worthy of our assistance, if the applicant church is subject to some 
ecclesiastical body with which we are in correspondence, our custom 
has been to pass the proposed appropriation through the Mission- 
ary Committee of such supervisory body, and condition it upon their 
approval ; if the applicant church is not so subject, our practice 
has been to transmit the same directly to the church itself. For 
the relief of feeble churches thus making direct application to our 
Society, the Committee have expended during the year the sum of 
63,825. This portion of our expenditure we feel assured will com- 
mand the cordial concurrence of the Society when the circumstances 
of the assisted churches are brought to their view. They may be 
arranged in the following classes. 

First, those who seek assistance with animated hopes for the 
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future. In view of the aid received this year, these churches ex- 
pect to be so far strengthened as to be able, unassisted, to maintain 
christian ordinances, some of them the very next year, others very 
soon,if not so early. Suffer us to present a few illustrations. In May 
1855, the Rev. N.H. Broughton, of Boston, Mass., took charge of 
two churches, the one in Petersburg, Tennessee, the other in its vi 
cinity. These churches were so feeble that they paid but a quarter 
of the pastor's salary at first They very soon paid the half. They 
have now built a neat, commodious house of worship, and upon the 
receipt of $250 from our Treasury this year, they express to us 
their expectation to take care of themselves for the future. Some 
two years ago a small church of twenty members was constituted 
in the precincts of the city of Mobile, and the Rev. James McLean 
of Tennessee called to take charge of it During the first year the 
church added thirty to its membership, gathered a Sabbath school 
of one hundred and eighty children, built a comfortable sanctuary, 
and collected an encouraging congregation. When we heard last 
of this church the blessing of Q-od was still descending upon her 
borders :— The synod of Mississipi, to which it belongs, writes 
us, that a few years of such assistance as the Southern Aid Socie- 
ty has rendered this enterprise, in their judgement will make it a 
self-sustaining and prosperous church. A large-hearted christian 
man resident at West River, Maryland, felt the need of the gospel 
in his populous and destitute neighborhood. He was encouraged 
by a friend of our Society to believe that we would aid him in the 
support of a minister for a few years if he would secure the build- 
ing of a church. He built a neat, pleasant sanctuary at the cost 
of $2,300, called a zealous young minister, and sought and receiv- 
ed our co-operation. We are not surprised that the good man and 
his passtor should comfort us with their prediction, that from their 
promising beginning, under God, in the good attendance of the 
people, and the evident impression of truth, they hope soon to have 
pleasant tidings to communicate, and ere long to be able to sup- 
port the church without foreign aid. At Port Penn, Delaware, 
amidst a community long destitute and neglected, a Presbyterian 
church was organized a few years since, which has already made a 
decided impression upon the character of the population. They 
are now a little involved in an extraordinary effort to erect a more 

2 
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enlarged and commodious house of worship. Not rich but liberal, 
and disposed to sustain christian ordinances unaided, they have 
asked of us assistance for this year only. They have received it,- 
and write thus, — " Our little flock are greatly enheartened, and 
our prayer is that the great Head of the Church will shed down 
blessings continually on the Society you represent." 

The second class of churches consists of those who seek aid in 
view of the exhausting pressure of unanticipated providence. The 
Presbyterian Church of Portsmouth, Virginia, had just finished a 
new edifice, and given their note for the payment of its cost, when the 
yellow fever, amongst other valuable members, removed by death 
two noble hearted men and eminent christian elders — the princi- 
pal managers of their financial affairs. The church was greatly 
oppressed. They desired to retain their excellent pastor, the Kev. 
J. W. K. Handy, but knew not how they could effect this end with- 
out foreign aid. They sought assistance from us, and received it 
After expressing the greatest possible gratitude to the Society fo i 
its seasonable help — (nay, their purpose, God willing, to do some- 
thing for us this year), — under all these discouragements they avow 
this animated purpose, "We will go forward, and do all that we 
can." At Shreveport, Louisiana, a large brick edifice had been er- 
ected by the Presbyterian Church, but not paid for, when the yel- 
low fever of 1853-4 removed a number of their largest contributors. 
The Church became greatly embarrassed and discouraged. The 
position was known to be a very important and improving one. 
Their pastor, the Eev. J. H. Ford, a very popular and efficient man, 
(who, by the way, has since accepted an invitation to the Presidency 
of a College, in that section of the country,) they felt it all im- 
portant to retain — but unassisted could not do so. Without the 
knowledge of the pastor the aid of our Society was sought and ob- 
tained. Whereupon, our correspondent, the leading elder of the 
Church, thus addresses us — " I assure you, your Society has ren- 
dered our pastor and Church a most needed and important service, 
for which I believe every Christian in this vicinity can but feel grate- 
ful." They seem now to anticipate progress — for he adds, " the 
time will come soon, I hope, when we will be able to pay back our 
borrowing to some object equally worthy as our poor church is 
now of your aid." A few liberal souls had built a Presbyterian 



Digitized by Google 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 



19 



church in MadiBOO, Morgan county, Georgia. But a short time 
had elapsed, when, it was found from some defect in the structure, 
that the whole floor of the edifice was about to fall, and that no- 
thing short of an outlay of $800 could save the" building. The pro- 
minent friends of the cause were too few in number, and had been 
too recently and heavily taxed, to be called to meet this emergen- 
cy. They sought and received aid from us in a contribution to- 
ward the support of the pastor. They cherish and express all man- 
ner of grateful regards towards the Society, it is true, but the bless- 
ing lies here ; — they have an improved heart and ability to sustain 
a well preached gospel amongst their perishing neighbors. 

Avoiding a tedious multiplication of details, we may remark that 
our correspondence furnishes illustrations of other forms of God's 
blessing upon the churches aided by our funds — such as the orga- 
nization of new Societies, and all the various states of incipient and 
more advanced revivals. Among the ministers partially supported 
by us in their churches — one" reports in his charge the prevalence 
of that solemn seriousness which ordinarily precedes a work of 
grace ; a second states that thirteen souls were received into his 
church at one time ; a third more than twenty ; while a fourth 
makes mention of the formation of a new church at one point, and 
the addition of forty members at another. Such, in an encouraging 
degree, are the histories furnished us. May we not hope, therefore, 
that the funds which have been this year disbursed directly upon 
the churches, have been well spent. 

Ministers. There are various classes of ministerial labor con- 
tributory to the advancement of God's cause which are not readily 
covered by either of the previous categories of " organizations " or 
" churches " — such as exploring agencies, diffusion of Protestant 
light on Catholic borders, missionary work in large cities or desti- 
tute regions, tract distribution, preaching the gospel to the slave, 
and to them that go down to the sea in ships. In some such work 
as this, the committee have expended thin year the sum of $4,000. 
When the details shall be spread before the members, we trust 
that this portion of the committee's management will equally com- 
mend itself to the hearty approbation of the Society. Eight hund- 
red dollars of this sum have been employed in ministering to the 
destitution of the city of New Orleans. Few persons are aware of 
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its appalling extent The medium population of the city proper is 
supposed to be 150,000 ; the winter population of the city and its 
precincts is computed at 200,000. One of our correspondents, af- 
ter a recent, careful investigation, computes the Protestant male 
membership of the city — we mean the male members actually en- 
rolled in the Evangelical Protestant churches of New Orleans — at 
a number not exceeding 500. Another correspondent estimates the 
Protestant Evangelical church-sittings of New Orleans and vicini- 
ty at not more than 1 2 or 15,000. This leaves the immense aggre- 
gate of 180,000 souls unprovided with ordinary Protestant means 
of grace — 100,000 of which are probably of age and capacity to un- 
derstand and appreciate the gospel message. The pious men of 
New Orleans have been troubled by the contemplation of this enor- 
mous fact, and have concluded that the one only method well 
adapted to meet the exigency is — personal Christian labor from 
house to house — systematic direct appeal to individuals. The Ex- 
ecutive Committee have heartily concurred in this practical sug- 
gestion. At a late session they voted the sum of $400 towards the 
support of the Eev. Edson Hart, a gentleman long resident in the 
city, and highly recommended, who is expected to devote his whole 
strength to the unhappy inmates of the asylums, hospitals, and 
other humane institutions of the city. But the Committee had pre- 
viously expended the sum of $800 in contributing half their sup- 
port to ttoo Tract Missionaries who have been faithfully employed 
during the last year, under the direction of the Ladies' Tract Mis- 
sionary Society of New Orleans. The good effected by the appro- 
priation of the Southern Aid Society, we shall learn in the day of 
the revelation of all things. Some conception of its beautiful na- 
ture and immense extent may be derived from the condensed Re- 
port of sixteen months' labor by one of these two Missionaries. 

This laborious man of God, during this period reports "19,753 
visits, including prayer and christian instruction; distributed 78,550 
pages of tracts, 78 Bibles and 148 Testaments, in six languages ; 
236 families living in total neglect of the means of grace, pledged 
to attend some evangelical church; 1,138 Sabbath-breaking chil- 
dren and youth from the streets gathered into Sabbath Schools, 
of whom one little girl who never could tell her own name, now 
reads the Bible, and names the name of Christ by a worthy and 
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happy Christian profession : much time spent in visiting and com- 
forting temporally and spiritually, widows, the poor, the sick, and 
the afflicted ; eight or ten backsliders have been reclaimed, and 
some intemperate persons reformed ; one of this class, long given 
up by his friends, is now in his right mind, and on his way back to 
his family in the State of Maine. Quite a goodly number of the 
children and youth'gathered into Sabbath Schools through this ef- 
fort, have been brought to seek the salvatipn of their souls, some 
of whom give good evidence of a saving change. But large num- 
bers of these families and children we see no more in our midst. 
They have left the city or gone to the judgment. How many of 
them have been brought to embrace the Saviour, shall never be 
known until the dead hear the voice of the Son of God." Who 
can calculate the mass and diversity of temporal and spiritual good 
accomplished directly by two such self denied servants of J esus, 
thus employed for a whole year in the city of New Orleans ? Who 
can tell how much has been accomplished indirectly by having in- 
duced certain churches of the city to commission two additional la- 
borers to enter the same field ? Who can tell how much may ul- 
timately be effected, if this happy experiment — and some expect it 
— shall persuade the friends of God and man in New Orleans to 
organize an efficient City Tract Missionary Society, with a view 
to perpetuate such labor through all future time ? Ponder these 
things, and one can hardly suppress the exclamation ,*More glory 
to the Tract Missionary in the city of New Orleans, than to him 
so gloriously crowned — Czar of Eussia ! Our co-workers in New 
Orleans have published the following resolution of thanks to our 
Body : " While we acknowledge with heart-felt gratitude the hand 
of God in this timely, unexpected donation, we shall never fail to 
cherish a deep sense of our obligations to the Southern Aid So- 
ciety, through whose immediate agency we are made partakers of 
the divine bounty." In return, we hasten to acknowledge that 
with well chosen language our Christian sisters have conveyed to 
us the richest reward which can be expressed by the word of man ; 
yet our agency in the work accomplished by the Missionaries em- 
ployed between us, every member of the Southern Aid Society 
will delight to appreciate as a precious treasure which no language 
on earth can adequately utter. 
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We have employed a part of our appropriation to ministers, 
in preaching the gospel to seamen in the port of Mobile. And 
here, too, permit us to say, that while we duly appreciate the com- 
plimentary conviction of our Bethel Union brethren of that city — 
"that a Society so discreetly managed as yours is, so evangelical 
in its aims, and so catholic in its operations, must grow in influ- 
ence, and in favor with God and man," — we do yet esteem our co- 
operation with them iij preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ 
to so noble, useful, and neglected a class of our fellow men, a sub- 
stantial, spiritual blessing which shall infinitely outweigh and out- 
live all the benedictions of men. Nor have we time now to speak 
of the Protestant light which this portion of our funds is scattering 
upon Mexican borders — of two Presbyterian itinerants who toil 
to gather churches and build the Master's cause on the wilds of 
Texas, nor of our appropriations in behalf of five devoted young 
Lutheran Missionaries similarly employed in the wastes of Mis- 
sissippi, no one of whom, until made acquainted with our So- 
ciety, is supposed to have received one hundred dollars per annum 
in compensation for his services. Nor can we dwell upon the la- 
borious tour of our Texan Agent, who traversed the State, preach- 
ing the gospel to the destitute almost every night, and closed his mis- 
sion by placing in our office a map of its religious destitutions and 
openings in the country, and publishing to the world, probably quite 
as accurate and instructive a description of the natural and social 
condition and prospects of Texas, as has yet been comprised within 
the compass of a letter. Nor can we even stop to speak of the Rev. 
GL W. Leyburn, Kev. Brice Martin, and the Rev. James Stratton, 
who by the aid of our Society, are devoting much of their time, 
with encouraging success, to the religious instruction of the col- 
ored population in Virginia and South Carolina ; nor of the re- 
mainder of some nineteen ministers of the gospel, who in one part 
or another of the broad South, are aided by us directly in addition 
to those who receive indirect assistance from us through ecclesi- 
astical organizations, or particular churches. "We will only say, 
could we lay before the Society all which has been communicated 
to us in this connection, they would be encouraged to hope that 
the monies disbursed by the Committee in directly assisting the 
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needy zealous ministers of the South, under God's blessing may 
well conduce to the prosperity of his kingdom. 

Before we close our annual report, permit us to say one word of 
our field and our work. 

The Society feels compelled to repeat its growing conviction of 
the claim of the South as a missionary field. Population at the 
South is neither so dense nor so able, as the population of the 
North. In some respects, therefore, missionary labor at the South 
is more self-denying. But the necessity of instruction on the one 
hand and the sincere appreciation of Christian labor on the other, 
more than makes amends for other discouragements. This in ge- 
neral is eminently true of all classes, bond and free. We are es- 
pecially happy to believe that there never was a period in the his- 
tory of the country when so great an interest was felt in the religi- 
ous instruction of the slave ; when so large a number of persons, 
ministerial and lay, were employed in the work ; and when such 
happy results seemed to be the promise of the movement How 
pleasant the fact communicated by one of our missionaries, that 
the Governor of a State, many of its most distinguished citizens, 
and especially a blind young man of worth and intelligence, are 
just now so deeply interested in this important branch of Christian 
benevolence, that in spite of political excitement, a convention to 
discuss its merits is seriously spoken of. How pleasant, too, to 
hear that a distinguished young preacher, a native of the South, in 
imitation of an example previously set him by ministers more aged 
and distinguished than himself, has just declined a call to one of 
the very first pulpits in all the South, simply because he considered 
himself to be cultivating a more important field in preaching the 
gospel of Christ to the colored population of the city of Charleston. 

Nor can we forbear to congratulate the Society on the prospect 
of a more efficient future cultivation of this field, so far at least as 
our enterprise is concerned. We trust that the official work of the 
institution, the collection of funds, conducting of correspondence, 
and general supervision of its affairs, will be much more efficiently 
managed hereafter, since the Society hopes to secure the services 
of an experienced and excellent Agent, who will devote his entire 
strength to the transaction of its business. We trust, too, that the 
missionary work among the churches, will exhibit a proportionate 
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improvement. We anticipate this, largely from the influence of a 
proposal publised by the Committee to pay the traveling expenses 
of any approved minister of the North to any portion of the 
Southern field, and to furnish the sum of $250 per annum addi- 
tional to what he might obtain on the ground, so long as it is deem- 
ed proper to contribute this sum in whole or part towaFds his sup- 
port The paucity of ministers at the South, especially in those 
denominations with which this Society most naturally fraternizes, 
is known to all men. Our correspondence with all parts of the 
country, and particularly with the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, and Texas, presses this subject upon the mind of your 
Committee as one eminently important to the prosperity of God's 
cause in the Southern and South- Western States. The common 
language of our brethren is this. — " If you cannot send us men, we 
know not what will become of us." " If you cannot send us men, 
even your liberal donations from year to year^will avail us nothing." 
Now we are happy to report to the Society that there has been ex- 
hibited by the ministry of the North an unexpected promptness 
and heartiness in responding to this appeal of the South through 
the proposal of the Committee. Some of our ministerial brethren 
have already gone to their assistance : others are preparing to go : 
and we trust after a few months the way will be opened for a more 
extended occupancy of the Southern field. Having hitherto ope- 
rated mainly through Southern organizations, the Committee are 
not yet supplied with such an extensive and accurate description 
of the destitute churches and missionary openings in the broad re- 
gions of the South and the South- West as would enable them to 
place any considerable number of such missionary fields clearly 
and satisfactorily before the view of the applicant. We have con- 
sequently been compelled hitherto to give the applicant either a let- 
ter of introduction to the Missionary Superintendent in the section 
of country to which he was disposed to go, or the names of a few 
of those missionary agents, with whom he might correspond at lei- 
sure. But the Home missionary officers of the Southern Churches, 
we are happy to say, are gradually furnishing us with such mis- 
sionary statistics as will soon put in our power to return more sa- 
tisfactory replies to those who inquire what fields of ministerial la- 
bor we have to offer at the South. Thus, we trust, it lies in the 
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designs of a kind Providence to make use of our Society as the or- 
gan of introducing amid the wastes of the South, many an efficient 
co-worker who shall share the heat and burden of the day with 
those noble brethren who have been too long permitted to struggle 
unsupported against the heavy discouragements of the cause in 
that section of the country. 

In conclusion, let it inspire every member of the Southern Aid 
Society with solid satisfaction to contemplate — the work we do — 
preaching the gospel to our destitute fellow-men at home, bond and 
free. The necessary consequence of the work — the silent encourage- 
ment of sectional kindness, at a time of impassioned sectional ani- 
mosity. The happy manner of the work: unsalaried, the officers 
cheerfully perform all the services, and by the liberality of their 
contributions, defray all its current expenses. And the growing 
impression of the work — the coincident judgement of actors and 
spectators that ours is an enterprise as worthy as it is useful. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT, 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 29, 1856. 



At the last Anniversary, October 31, 1855, there was a balance 

in the Treasury of 

Gash receipts since that date 



Payments during the year 

Leaves a balance on hand, of .... 
Of which has been appropriated and is liable to be called for at 
any time 

Leaving an available balance in the treasury 
The following is a list of the donations received : 



$3,084 


51 


11,348 


56 


$14,433 


07 


10,600 


03 


$3,833 


04 


2,600 


00 


$1,233 


04 



STATE OF NEW-YORK. 



John H. Brower, New- York Oity, $100 00 

L. S. Ely, " 60 00 

Guy Richards ...» 50 00 

Mrs. George Ireland, " 5 00 

Mrs. Banyer & Miss Jay, " 10 00 

Thomas Suffern, " 600 00 

Rev. M. Ford. Newark Valley, 10 00 

Lucius Hopkins, N. Y. City, 200 00 

R. O. Morse, ..." 60 00 

John I. Brower, *' 50 00 

Oliphant's Sons, " 50 00 

Cummins, Collins & Seaman, " 60 00 

George D. Phelps, " 25 00 

Wm. G. Bull, ..." 60 00 

Thos. Porteous, Brooklyn, 800 00 

8idney E. Morse, N. Y. City, 100 00 

Jasper Corning, " 26 00 

Mrs. Jas. Wright, " 10 00 

Thomas Pearsall, Genera, 5 00 

J. B. Sheffield, N. Y. City, 75 00 

Norman White, . . » 25 00 

Chas. M. Prye & Co. - - " 25 00 

Wm. O. Massie, " 10 00 

Wm. E. Dodge, - • «' 100 00 

Jas. Gray, ..." 20 00 



N. Y. City, 



Jas. Stokes, 
H. 31 . Schieffelin. 
W.M.Titus, - - - 
W. L King, 

X Y. " 
Aristarchus Champion, Rochester, 
A Friend, Saratoga, 
Hon E. Clark, - • Utica, 

Geo. C. Pullman, - - " 
Dr. Dewey, ..." 
Thos. Wood, " 
Edward Bray ton, - - " 
Mrs. M. Bagg, • " 

A Friend, - 
Jas. Boorman, 
A. G Phelps, • 
Col. in Dr. Bethune's church, Brookl. 
Wm. H.Price, - • N. Y. City, 
Miss E.G., ..." 
Postage stamps returned u 
Charles Butler, - - " 
R. H. Winslow, - - " 



N. Y. Oity, 



$50 00 
25 00 
25 00 
55 00 

5 00 
100 00 

6 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 

5 00 
5 00 
4 00 
1 00 
500 00 
500 00 
127 10 
25 00 
60 00 
24 
100 00 
100 00 



Total in the State of New- York $3,607 84 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



Mrs. Henry Lathrop, Northampton, $20 00 

John Clark, ..." 100 00 

Joseph Lathrop, w 100 00 

josiah L. Hale, Newburyport, 26 00 

Anonymous, . Boston, 1000 0) 

Abner. Kingman, - . " 100 00 

Charles Stoddard, " 10 00 

J. 0. Howe, « 10 00 

Charles Scudder, " 10 00 

Charles H. Mills, " 10 00 

John White, Jr. «« 10 00 

C. W. T. - - - « ; 10 00 

Seth Sprague, " 6 00 

B. P. Burgess. " 5 00 

Rev. B. R, Allen's ch , Marblehead, 104 00 

Caleb Stetson, Braintree, - 20 00 



Rev. Alfred Ely, D. D., 
A Friend, 
P. C. Brooks, 
Hon. Edward Everett, 
Jas. 0, Converse, 
Rev. Burgess, Dedham, 
J. P. Mellidge, Cambridge, 



Monson, 



Boston, 



Foster Waterman. 
E. Lombard, 
Daniel Kimball, 
John P. Heard, 
Moses L. Hale, 
A. W. Stetson, 
W. T. Eustis, 
Charles H. Brown, 
U. Crocker, 



Boston, 



6 00 
1 00 
50 00 
20 (0 
20 00 
60 60 
20 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
5 00 
5 00 
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Wm. Gushing, Newburyport, - 
Rev. C. Peck, D. D., - Roxbury, 
Rev. R. Anderson, D. D., M 
M. Lathrop, - - Boston, 
Wm. Brown, 
Henry Crocker, 
T. W. Nickereon, 
0. J. P. Allen, 

A. Plumer, Jr. 
Thomas J. Lee, 
J. A. Newell, - 
J. Makepeace, • 
Thomas Waterman, 
Hon. 8am. A. Elliot, 
Henry H. Jones. 
Thomas A. Pord, 
Hon. M. P. Wilder, Dorchester, 
L. Hcwmer, Cambridge, 

Wm. Everett, 2d. South Dedham, 
Congregational church, Royalston, 
Rev. P. M Braman, D. D., Danvera, 
W. P. Poster & friends. Andover, 
Prof. W. T. G. Shedd, 
Prof. E. P. Barrows, 
Mrs. Sam. Dow, 
Samuel Parrar, 
L. Rice, .... Boston, 
N.B. Glbbs, 

B. P. Burgess, 
Oliver Brewster, 
S Wilder, . - 
0. Hulbert, 
E. S. Tobey. 
Wm. B. Spooner, 
J. S. Lovering, 
W. S. Bullard, - 
Samuel Hooper, 
Hinkley, Swan & Brown, " 
Rev, G. W. Blagden, D. D., « 
G. T. Curtis, Jamaica Plains, 

John N, Cushing, Newburyport, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gushing, 
Moses Davenport, 
Robert Bailey, • 
0. H. Coffin, 
N. Pollansboe, 
P. I Bush, 
E. Dale, - 
Dea. Geo. Rogers, 
P. Haven, - 



Boston, 



10 00 
6 00 

5 00 

6 00 
5 00 
5 00 

5 00 

6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 

60 00 
20 00 
10 00 

5 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 

6 00 

7 00 
3 00 

5 00 

6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 

5 00 

6 00 
6 00 

10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
25 00 
25 00 
20 00 
20 00 
10 00 
15 00 
10 00 
10 00 
5 00 
5 00 
S 00 
1 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 



T. B. Wales, - Boston, 

Hoa Rufus Ohoate, • 
Mrs. Amos Lawrence, 
E.D. B. . - 

D. P. W McGilosay fc Co 
APriend - 
Mrs. B. Sprague, 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, 

B. C. White, 
G. J. P. Bryant, 
Dea. L. Lathrop, 
J. Tilton, 
Paran Stevens, 
P. Bacon, - 
P. H. Story, jr , 
J. H. Fearing. 
N.B. S., - . - 
J. P. Rice, - . 
A. G. Peck, West Cambridge, • 

C. H Peaslee, Woburn, 

J. L. Ropes, - - Roxbury. 
P. Curtis, .... « 
W. M. Whiting, . - « 
Rev P. G. Pratt, South Maiden, 

E. Potter, South Brain tree, 
J. M. Gordon, Auburnville, 

C. C. Sampson, Charlestown, 

J. P. Healey & others, • Boston, 
George Lunt & others, - " 
William Ropes, - - « 
Mrs. 8. W. Hale, Newburyport, 
Rev. L. Parnham, - - Boston, 
Ohickering and Sons, • " 
APriend, .... « 
Abner Ellis, ..." 

D. D. Dana, Grantville, 
Cornelius Pratt, North Weymouth, 



Samuel Davis, 
Levy Fay, - 
L. Shattuck 
A Friend, • 
John Aiken, 
Peter Harvey, 
Charles Atwood, 
Thomas Aspinwall, • 
Rev. J. B Waterbury 
Rev. Seth Bliss, 
T. D. Taylor, 



Boston. 



Cambridge, 



$10 00 

10 00 
6 00 

5 00 

6 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 

5 00 

6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 
6 00 

5 00 

4 22 

6 00 
6 00 

5 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 

5 00 

6 00 
5 00 
S 00 

5 00 
85 50 
13 00 

100 00 
25 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 

6 00 

5 00 

6 00 
5 00 
3 00 
3 00 
2 00 

16 00 
60 00 
10 09 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
10 00 



Total in Massachusetts, $2,715 72 



Henry L. Stewart, Middle Haddam, 
John H Oolcy, - New Haven. 
Joseph E. Sheffield, 
W. S. Charnley, • 
Stephen Gilbert, 



C ONNEOTICUT. 



W. C. Crump, 
Dr. Jas. Morgan, 

Peter Jacobus, - 
Matthew^W. Day, 
William Rankin, 
Daniel Price, 
C. II. Shipman, 
Baldwin fc Co. • 
William H. Steele, 
Lewis Garthwait, 
Condit, Horton & Co. 
A. Perry $ Co. 
Ailing Rrothers & Co. 
Tail & Yates, 
S. P. Smith, 



Now London, 



|20 00 
50 00 
60 00 
25 00 
10 00 

100 00 
5 00 



Miss Harriet Tucker, New Haven, $5 00 

George Hoadley, *« 60 00 

Gerard Hallock, - M 1000 00 

William Babcock, South Coventry, 3 00 

Total in Connecticut, $1,318 00 



NEW JERSEY. 
Newark, $10 00 J. B. I'inneo, 



15 00 
100' 00 
100 00 
100 00 
50 00 
100 00 
60 00 
60 00 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00 



J. P. Jackson, • 
Edgar Parmer, - 
Obie Meeker, 
P. T. Prelinghuysen, 
Mrs. Sarah Wallace, 
Israel Crane, 
J. H. Halsey, 
D. 0. Crane, 
Mr. Van Wagner, 
B. Vanderpool, • 
W. R Sayre, - 
M. W. Day, 



Newark, 



$25 00 
20 00 
15 00 
)5 00 

15 00 
65 00 

16 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
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Moses Rigelow, • 
Jasper R. Sayer, 
J. H. Eetchell, 
J. Chadwick, 
Cash, 

A. Woodruff, 
H. N. Peters, 
T. P. Howell, 
Keen & 8cott, 
Peddle & Morrison. 
O. Walsh, - - 



Newark, 


$10 00 


u 


10 00 


** 


10 00 


u 


5 00 


1 » 


6 00 


. ** 


3 00 


•« 


25 00 


«« 


10 00 


a 


25 00 


« 


25 00 




25 00 



Dr. A. H. Wilder, 
Rankin, Duryea & Co. 
J. P. Bradley, 
M. Gould, 
P. Jacobus, 
F. 8. Thomas, 
W- Hillyer, 
Saunders & Southard, 



Newark, 



$25 00 
100 00 
15 00 
15 00 
10 00 
10 00 
5 00 
15 00 



Total in New Jersey, $1,254 00 



ILLINOIS. 



John S. Wright, . Chicago, 
W. a Brown, - S * 

J. H. Branch, 
Thomas Dyer, 
B. W. Raymond, 
E. J. T ink ham, 
H. A. Tucker, 
H. T. Dickie, . 
' B. P. Carver, 
E. B. McCagg, . 
E. H. Haddock, 
Smith, Bradley & Co. 
A. B. Stone,. 
S. B. Boomer, - 



$600 00 
100 00 
50 00 
50 00 
25 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 



D. B. Holt, 

E. R. Hooper, 
S. L. Baker, 

J. W. Waughap, 
0. B. Farewell, 
S. L. Brown, 
Peter Page, 
P. B, Carter, 
J. H. Kenzie, 
A Friend, 
Anonymous, 



Chicago, 



$20 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
5 00 
5 00 
13 00 



Total in Illinois, $1,080 00 



PENNSYLVANIA 



John A. Brown, Philadelphia, $100 00 

Joseph W. Dalle*, «« 60 00 

A Fullerton, ..." 50 00 

John R. Neff, " 60 00 

Estate of Thomas Fleming, " 50 00 

David Lopsley, " 25 00 

John Sparhawk, - - « 26 00 

H. J. Williams, - « 25 00 

J. H. Perkins, « 25 00 

J. C. Trow, «* 20 00 

J. C. Donnell, «« 15 00 

John At wood, « 15 00 

J.R. Campbell " 10 00 



J.C. Jones, 
Miss E. S., 
Mrs. Dunton, 
Jas. Bayard, 
M. Whilden, 
J H. Dulles, 
Charles Robb, 
John Gulliver, 
Alexander Whilden, 
Mrs. Mack, 



Philadelphia, 



$10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
6 00 
5 00 
5 00 
2 00 



Total in Pennsylvania, $537 00 



MICHIGAN. 



Mrs. D. G. Jones, - Detroit, $25 00 

Mrs. Robert Stuart, • - " 20 00 

J. W. Brooks, " 20 00 

Henry Ledyard, " SO 00 

J. W. Tillman. ..." 10 00 

G. W. Frost, ..." 10 00 
George E. Hand, • - " 10 00 
E. Taylor, « 10 00 

H. P. Baldwin, « 6 00 
A. Laden, " 5 00 



D. B. Duffleld, 
Simon Towle, 
B. N. Wiloox, • 
Cash, 

Sundry individnals, 
S. Conant, 
Wm. Anderson, 



Detroit, 



$5 00 
6 00 
6 00 
5 00 
15 00 
10 00 
2 00 



Total in Michigan, $182 00 



RHODE-ISLAND. 



W. S. Wetmore, . Newport, $20 00 

Mrs. Mary Porter, " 10 00 

8. H. Cottrel, « 5 00 

T. Tompkins, « 5 00 

Benjamin Finch, " 6 00 

Joseph Thomas, ** 6 00 

Rev. Thatcher Thayer & others," 10 00 

M. B. Ives, Providence, - 10 00 



Joseph T. Smith, - 
Resolved Waterman, 
J. W. Vernon, 
W. S. Pifield, 
J. N. Mason, 
Cash, 



Providence, 



$10 00 

5 00 

6 00 
6 00 
5 00 
2 00 



Total in Rhode-Island, $102 00 



Ruras G. Lewis, New Hampton, 
Individuals in Portsmouth, 



NEW- HAMPSHIRE. 

Congregational Society, Greenland, 



$1 00 
11 50 



$7 00 



Total in New-Hampshire $19 60 
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SOUTHERN STATES. 



Va. Wm. Moreton, Charlotte Co., $20 00 

" Silas Blgelow, Apppomatox Co., 30 00 

M H. B. Tate, Woodstock, - 10 00 

" J. Cross .... i 00 

Tun. Robert Matthews, Shelbyviile, 5 00 

Geo. John Stoddard, Savannah, 300 00 



Gbo. Henry Lathrop, Savannah, $20 00 

•« Wm. G. Dickson, - " 10 00 

" A Friend, ..." 6 00 

Mo. Presbyterian Church, Osceola, 9 00 

S. C. Rev. W. Bartlett, - 25 00 

Total in the Southern States, $515 00 



Anthony Porter, - " SO 00 

** R. Huchison, " 50 00 

Cuba— Theo. Phinney • - $10 

RECAPITULATION BY STATES. 

New York $3,607 34 

Massachusetts 2,715 72 

Connecticut 1,318 00 

New Jersey 1,254 00 

Illinois 1 088 00 

Pennsylvania 587 00 

Michigan 182 00 

Rhode Island 102 00 

New Hampshire _ .... . . 19 50 

Southern States 515 00 

Cuba 10 00 

Total cash receipts as above $11,348 60 

Then there are outstanding subscriptions, made during the year, all believed to be 

good, of 670 00 

Total receipts and subscriptions during the year $12,018 66 

To which add balance in treasury at beginning of the year.... - 3,084 51 

Andjwe have a total for the year of — $15,103 07 

There will be also available, when the estate is settled, $1000 bequeathed to the Society by the 
late Anson G. Phelps. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Of the disbursements, $9,438 09 has been paid for missionary labor, including expenses of sev- 
eral clergymen in going to the Southern field. The items are as follows : 
Rev. Burr Baldwin, exploring and missionary tour through Texas, occupying about half 

the year, salary $150, expenses going and returning and while in Texas, $363.69. Total $813 09 
Rev. Augustus H. Carrier, expenses of removing to Kentucky, and one year's allowance 

there as clergyman 300 00 

Rev. Wm. B. Brown, Spring Place, Geo.. 150 00 

Rev. James H. Philipps, Hannibal, Mo 150 00 

Rev. Mr. Pollock, Culepepper Court House, Va 150 00 

Rev. Brice A. Martin. Virginia 100 00 

Rev. Gr. W. Kennedy, Milford, Del 250 00 

Rev. James Stratton, Summerville, S. C - 250 00 

Rev. Alexander M'Glashan, Mobile 250 00 

Rev. Mr. McOlean, do 200 00 

Presbytery of Texas 500 00 

Rev. Matthew M. Marshall, Payetteville, Ten 800 00 

Rev. G. W. Harlan, Osceola, Mo 150 00 

Rev. J. W. K. Handy, Portsmouth, Va 200 00 

Rev. Mr. Ford, Shreveport, Lou 250 00 

Synod of East Tennessee 600 00 

Rev. Samuel King, Texas. 200 00 

Rev. Nathaniel H. Broughton, Petersburg-]], Ten. 250 00 

Domestic Missionary Society of Richmond, Va 400 00 

Synod of Mtssisippi 500 00 

Synod of West Tennessee 500 00 

Synod of Kentucky 500 00 

Rev. Alexander Leadbetter, expenses to Kentucky. 50 00 

Rev. Sylvester Woodbridge, New Orleans, for City Missions 800 00 

Rev. Josiah Hill, expenses to Kentucky.. 50 00 

Rev. Gr. N. Graham, Winchester Presbytery, Va 150 00 

Rev. Mr. Sherer, Columbus, Texas _ 100 00 

Rev. A lan son Hartpence, Nashville, Ten _ 250 00 

Rev. Mr. Ackson, Madison,, Morgan Co., Geo . 260 00 

Rev. H. J. Gay lord, Port Penn, Del 225 00 
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Rev. B. Roberts, Hickman. Kentucky 50 00 

Presbytery of Washington D. 600 00 

Rev. J. M. Blackburn, East Tennessee 150 09 

Total Ibr ministerial labor and expenses to the field $0,438 09 

All other expenses 1,161 94 

viz. travelling and incidental expenses of Gen. Agent $214 33 

Expenses of last Anniversary, including travelling expenses of speakers 91 76 

Expenses of Society's meeting in Boston, May last 46 35 

Annual Report, circulars, etc. 171 77 

8alary of Secretary and Treasurer for New England ~ 600 00 

Travelling and incidental expenses of do 60 91 

Rev. 0. Brown, tor services at the office 88 75 

Postage, freight and envelopes, during the year 39 94 

Wrapping paper, fuel, letter book, etc 7 38 

Advertising tor present Anniversary . 75 

Total $1,161 94, as above. 

Reviewing the actual receipts of the Society from the date of its organization, we find as follows : 

First year, ending last Wednesday in October 1854 $4,595 12 

Second year, ending last Wednesday in October 1865 8,885 27 

Third year, ending this day • 11,348 66 

Total in three years $24,828 95 

Paymihtb— Of which for ministers and missionaries. 

First year. $4,272 78 $2,420 00 

Second year.... 6,123 10 4,667 00 

Third year 10,600 03 9,438 09 

Total payments in three years $20,996 91 $16,625 09 

On hand, but mostly appropriated 8,833 04 

$24,828 95 
All which is respectfully submitted. 



GERARD HALL00K, Treasurer, 
91 Wall street 



October, 31, 1856. 



LIFE MEMBERS, 

MADE SO BY THE PAYMENT OP $100 OR UPWARDS AT ONE TIME. 

William Ropes, Boston, Mass. 

Abner Kingman, do., do, 

Rev. Benj. R. Allen, Marblehead, 

Thomas Porteous, Brooklyn, New York, 

Frederick P. Henry, do., do., 

Alexander Stoddart, Cranbery, N. J. 

Mrs. Margaret E. Morton, Charlotte Co., Va. 

There are many other donors who have given $100 or more at one time, and 
thus are entitled to a certificate of Life Membership if they desire it. 



FORM OF A BEQUEST. 

I bequeath to my executors the sum of dollars in trust, to pay over 

the same in after my decease, to the person who, when the same is pay- 

able, shall act as Treasurer of the Southern Aid Society, formed in the city of 
New York, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to be applied to the 
charitable uses and purposes of said Society, and under its direction. 
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REMARKS OF REV. A. H. H. BOYD, D. D. 



Kev. Dr. Boyd, of Winchester, Va., being called on by the Pre- 
sident, addressed the audience substantially as follows : — 

Mr. President : — I am happy to have the opportunity of ex- 
pressing my cordial approbation of the principles upon which your 
Society is based, of the manner in which its operations have been 
conducted, and also the hope that your past success is but the 
earnest of still more beneficent and glorious results in the future. 

I come, Sir, from a portion of the country upon which your 
benefactions have been expended, to give you the assurance that 
the aid which your association has extended to the Southern States 
of this Union has not only excited our gratitude, but that it has been 
blessed as a means in diffusing Gospel truth, and in the salvation 
of souls. I come to express to you the conviction that your Society 
promises to be a most efficient auxiliary in bringing the Southern 
mind under the controlling power of Christianity, and that if it 
continues to increase in public confidence and patronage as it has 
done since its organization, it will meet with a degree of success 
far beyond the expectations of its most sanguine friends. 

I remember well, Sir, the deep interest that was awakened in 
the minds of many in the Southern States, when it was announced 
that a Society, to operate through Southern Judicatories, had been 
organized for the purpose of supplying the destitute portions of the 
South with the Gospel ministry. It was regarded as a harbinger 
of good — as an organization preeminently fitted to accomplish this 
object, and to excite feelings of mutual regard between the inhabit- 
ants of the Northern and Southern sections of the Union. Sir, 
the result thus far has corresponded with our expectations. 

Your Society, Mr. President, commends itself to the judgment 
and confidence of the country, because of the field it seeks to cul- 
tivate, and because of its peculiar adaptedness for the work of 
home evangelization. 

Permit me to ask your attention, 
I. To the Field of your Operations. 

The name of your association indicates the part of the country 
to which your labors are specially and exclusively directed. Unlike 

3 
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other institutions which have a similar object, it is restricted in its 
beneficent work to the 81aveholding States of this Union. It does not 
profess to act for the entire country. And yet it is truly national 
in character. Sectional it is as to the disbursement of its funds ; 
but it has been well said, " that it is national in heart." Love to 
the Union, and a sincere desire that every part of the country shall 
be brought under the power of the Gospel, have prompted you to 
limit your efforts to the field that is less likely to be supplied 
by other means, and that specially demands foreign aid in order 
that it may be adequately furnished with a Gospel ministry. This 
field of labor embraces a territory of between 800,000 and 900,000 
square miles, and a population of nearly 10,000,000 of souls. Of 
this population about one-third are colored. 

In looking at this field and at the prospect it presents for 
missionary labor, it is proper to consider some of the characteristics 
of the two classes of people that inhabit this territory. I am well 
aware that an impression prevails to some extent that difficulties 
exist in the way of the full exhibition of the truths of the Gospel, 
both to the white and colored population of the Southern States, 
which do not exist in other parts of the country. It is thought 
that such is the structure of our Society, such the influence of our 
peculiar institutions, that the white population are less apt to 
appreciate the Gospel, and especially the ministry of reconciliation, 
than those who live where they are free from the evils incident to 
the system of slavery. I must say, however, that I believe this is 
a total misapprehension. Whatever evils may exist in connection 
with the civil institutions of the South, I know of no obstacle to 
a proper appreciation and reception of the truths of Christianity 
in the Slavenolding States which does not operate to as great an 
extent elsewhere. I am persuaded that the Southern people are 
as desirous of having the Gospel ministry established among them 
as any community in this land. They admit its importance as an 
instrumentality in purifying and elevating human society, — yea, as 
the only means, under God, by which man's nature can be reno- 
vated, and eternal happiness secured* Hence the mass of our 
population are as favorable to the regular stated ordinances of the 
Gospel as the people of any other section of the country. And I 
apprehend, Sir, thev are as susceptible to religious impression 
as any other class of persons. The statistics of the various evan- 
gelical denominations will show that, in proportion to the popula- 
tion, the influence of the Gospel in the conversion of souls to Goc. 
has been as great in the Southern as in the Northern States. The 
labors of the ministry have been blessed in extensive revivals of 
religion, and in bringing the community under the restraining 
power of Christianity. Our people have not been adequately sup- 
plied with the Gospel ministry ; and this, for the most part, is the 
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reason why there seems to be such a disparity between the North- 
ern and Southern portions of the Union, in respect to the develop- 
ment of religious feeling. 

The Southern people are willing that the ministry should exhibit 
the whole truth of the Word of God. The idea prevails to some 
extent in the North that this cannot be done — that there are cer- 
tiain classes of truth pertaining to the relative duties of life, which 
the ministry are compelled to withhold in their public ministrations. 
But this is utterly without foundation. I know of no Bible truth 
which may not be the subject of discourse in the South as well as 
in the North. Our ministers preach upon the duties of masters 
and servants, with as much freedom as upon the duties of husbands 
and wives, and of parents and children. There is no public senti- 
ment in the South that interferes with the full discharge of this 
duty. Our people expect those who serve at the altar to preach 
the whole Gospel, and nothing but the Gospel. The distinguish- 
ing doctrines of Christianity, and all the practical duties arising 
therefrom, are the subjects which constitute the theme of our 
ministrations. We know of no better model for a style of preach- 
ing than the discourses of the Saviour and his apostles. Hence 
the Southern ministry, imitating our Lord and his apostles, avoid 
all political topics in the discussions of the pulpit. Any minister 
of Christ, whatever may be his political sentiments, who would 
introduce politics into a Southern pulpit, would not be tolerated, 
even if every individual in the congregation sympathized in senti- 
ment with him. There is something in the Southern mind which 
revolts at such a perversion of this holy office. Our people, who 
may be deeply excited during the week upon the political questions 
of the day, when they enter the sanctuary on the Sabbath, need 
such truth as will suppress their political excitement, instead of 
having their minds agitated by topics which banish serious thought, 
and awaken oftentimes the most unhallowed emotions. Thej have 
no confidence in the idea that because morality may be remotely 
connected with a political question that excites the community, 
therefore that question becomes a legitimate subject for pulpit dis- 
cussion. If such a principle were recognized as correct, the reven ue 
laws of the land which, in the judgment of some are oppressive, 
unjust, and therefore immoral, might bo discussed in the pulpit. 
And yet I suppose there are few, if any, churches in the North 
that would sanction such a prostitution of the ministerial office. 
The ministry, Mr. President, aided by your Society, we wish it to 
be distinctly understood, studiously avoid the introduction of topics 
into the pulpit which have the aspect of political discussion. They 
attack no civil institution of the South. They leave all questions 
pertaining to the established civil institutions of the country to the 
constituted authorities, to regulate them according to a controlling 
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public sentiment As they read their commission it is to preach 
the Gospel, and that alone. They believe that whatever evils may 
exist in society, whether North or South, are to be eradicated 
through the instrumentality of a pure Gospel. It is not by the dis- 
cussion of fine spun abstract theories of morality; it is not by any 
philosophical speculations as to the natural rights of man, or of his 
intellectual constitution, further than in his relations to his God ; it 
is not by any system of educational reforms ; it is not by any device 
of mere human wisdom, that the evils incident to civil organization 
are to be removed.. But the Gospel has power in this respect. 
And believing as we do, that the evils which afflict humanity flow 
from the heart, our first object, as the ministers of Christ and his 
instruments, is to mend the heart, to cleanse the fountain, that the 
stream issuing thence may be pure. Hence we endeavor to de- 
velope the principles of the Gospel, as they apply to man's spiritual 
condition, and to the various relations of life. If the clear inculca- 
tion of these vital truths is not sufficient to induce the cultivation 
of right dispositions, to soften the natural temperament, and to 
lead to the fulfilment of the obligations which man owes to his 
fellow, all your schemes of worldly policy will most certainly be 
ineflectual. The history of the world, however, proves that the 
pure Gospel is the power of God in illuminating the darkened 
understanding, in subduing the obstinate will, and in shedding a 
hallowed influence over the relations of life, and over every depart- 
ment of human society. Let this Gospel be preached as its great 
Author and His Apostles preached it ; and although such results 
as wild enthusiasts and radical errorists would desire, may not be 
witnessed, yet its heavenly, benignant spirit will be visible in the 
prevalence of a heightened morality, and in a regard for the rights 
and well-being of the various classes into which society may be 
divided. 

It has been said, by some who have no special love for the 
Bouthern people, that the South ought to supply its own destitu- 
tions. This, Sir, is a most extraordinary sentiment to be uttered 
by Christian men who profess, at least, to be influenced by a truly 
philanthropic spirit. Such an opinion is evidently inconsistent 
with that enlarged missionary spirit which brought the Saviour 
from heaven to earth, and which has distinguished the Church in 
this age. If the Southern community should be left to themselves 
in this respect, I should like to know why New England ought not 
to be left to itself? Why send your missionaries to the great 
West ? Why not leave it to each section of the country, to each 
city, to each township, to supply its own destitution ? If you make 
the distinction upon the ground that there is more wickedness in 
the South than elsewhere, surely you have a more powerful motive 
to send them the Gospel and its ministry, which alone can purify 
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and save them. Sir, such sentiments as these are indicative of a 
fanatical, radical spirit which, if not counteracted by holier influ- 
ences, would paralyze all eflorts to ameliorate the temporal con- 
dition of our race, and to spread the light of Christianity among 
the heathen nations of the earth. 

In regard to the colored population, which constitute one-third 
of the whole population of the South, I would observe that they 
are accessible to ail our ministers. The bond and free are 
privileged to attend upon the ministrations of the Gospel, and I 
am sure their condition in respect to religious advantages will 
compare most favorably with the free colored people in the North- 
ern States. My acquaintance with slaveholders in Virginia is very 
extensive ; and yet I have never met with a man who was opposed 
to having the Gospel preached to his slaves, or to any part of the 
colored population. In the town where I reside, there are two 
churches composed of colored people. They have colored minis- 
ters to preach to them ; for although this is not in accordance with 
the laws of the State, yet the law prohibiting colored people from 
officiating as Ministers of the Gospel, having been enacted in times 
of high excifament, induced by the Southampton insurrection and 
the circulation of incendiary publications by northern abolitionists, 
is never executed unless it is deemed necessary for the security of 
the community. Besides these colored Churches, we have a large 
Sabbath school of colored children, who are orally instructed by 
some of the most intelligent and refined persons of the place. 
They cannot be taught to read in schools. But there is no law 
prohibiting them from being taught in families, and this is done to 
some extent. On some of the large plantations in the South, 
masters employ ministers to preach to their slaves. They afford 
their slaves every facility compatible with their peculiar institution, 
for being brought under the influence of the Gospel. And hence 
you find that the statistics of different evangelical denominations 
show that there is a larger proportion of the colored population 
who are professors of religion, than of the whites either in the 
North or South. The African Church in Richmond numbers 2700 
members, and I suppose is the largest church of any denomination 
in the country. Your Society, Mr. President, in thus aiding in 
the support of ministers in the South, is doing an important work 
for the slave and free colored population. Not only so, but your 
influence will be felt among the benighted people of Africa. How 
are they ever to be civilized and Christianized but through the 
emancipated slaves and free blacks sent from this country ? It 
seems now to be regarded almost as a settled question that ihe 
light of Christianity can never shine upon that dark continent to 
any extent, unless it is through the colonies established on the coast 
of Africa, and which are, in a great measure, composed of the 
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emancipated slaves of the South. Extend your aid, therefore, to 
the maintenance of a faithful ministry in the South, and multitudes 
of the inhabitants of Africa, yet unborn, will rise up and call you 
blessed. 

II. It may be asked, whence the necessity of Foreign aid in order 
to supply the destitution of the United States? 

Two reasons may be assigned, why the South must look else- 
where for pecuniary assistance for the support of many of its 
minister^. Ut. The habit of contributing to benevolent objects 
does not exist to the same extent in the South as in the North. 
The religious sentiment may exist to as great a degree ; but it has 
not developed itself in the form of liberal pecuniary contributions 
upon so large a SQale as is manifest among our Northern brethren. 
Our people have not been educated to give to the maintenance of 
the institutions of the Gospel as they shquld have been, and as 
Northern Christians have been. They are improving in this respect; 
but as the amount of benevolent contributions depends upon the 
habit of giving, we shall need for some time to come to look to 
other sections for the support of a large part of our ministry. 2d. 
Another cause that operates to render foreign aid necessary is, the 
sparseness of our population. This population is scattered over a 
large extent of territory. Some ministers have to travel 20 to 40 
miles to fulfill their appointments. And besides this, our people 
are divided into as many denominations as in other parts of the 
land. True, indeed, we are fortunately exempt from the preva- 
lence of TJniversalism, Unitarianism, and other forms of infidelity 
which prevail in the North. Still, in consequence of the compara- 
tively small number of Christians at the South being divided into 
so many denominations, we find it necessary to ask for aid else- 
where, that our feeble churches may be supplied, and our territory 
thoroughly explored. Your Society, Mr. President, does not 
interfere with the operations of any Society established substan- 
tially for a similar purpose. It has been thought to be a rival, in 
the bad sense of the word, of the American Home Missionary 
Society. But why should it be regarded in that light? It can 
be a rival of that and similar institutions only in the sense of seek* 
ing to accomplish as much good. The field is wide enough in the 
South for all. None need be jealous of the others. The A. H. M. 
Society has done something for the South. But it is well known 
that its operations have been almost exclusively in other sections 
of the country. We oast no blame upon our brethren of that 
Society for not having done more for the South. We have con- 
fidence in the purity of their intentions ; and whilst we may regret 
that they have not rendered more aid to our ministry than they 
have done, and especially whilst we may and do object to their 
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refusing appropriations to those Southern ministers who, in any 
way, may come in possession of slaves, we still rejoice in the results 
of the operations of the A. H. M. Society in other parts of the 
country, and we trust that God will bless them more abundantly, 
and will make that institution the honored instrument in the per- 
manent establishment of a Gospel ministry throughout the land. 
All that we ask, and what we have a right to demand, is, that those 
who have the direction of that Society will remember that its name 
imports that it is national in character ; that its funds are collected 
from the churches professedly for every section of the Union; and 
that in their distribution they are to be governed by the constitu- 
tion which the members of the Society have adopted, and not by 
the peculiar sentiments of its executive officers in regard to any 
civil institution in the land. We ask that the Souther* Aid 
Socjety and similar organizations be regarded as co-operators in 
accomplishing the same beneficent work, and not as interfering in 
any manner with the Amercan Home Missionary Society, or with 
any other institution designed to sustain the Gospel ministry in the 
Southern States. 

Your Society, Mr. President, recommends itself to the Southern 
community, because it operates chiefly through our ecclesiastical 
judicatories. These judicatories, it is to be presumed, understand 
the field of labor upon which your funds are to be expended, the 
kind of men best fitted for peculiar localities, and the amount of 
aid necessary to supply their destitutions. In these times of agita- 
tion and alienation of feeliDg between the North and South, it is 
important that ministers from the North, who wish to labor in the 
Southern States, should be above suspicion — that they should be 
men who will not so far forget the purport of their commission as 
to assail institution which the South at least consider neeessary in 
the circumstances in which they are placed. An endorsement, by a 
Southern judicatory of ministers, aided by your Society, will suf- 
fice for any part of the Southern country. This feature, therefore, 
of your Society commends it in a high degree to the public mind 
of the South. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, permit me to observe that your 
Society should have the confidence and patronage of all who love 
their country, because it tends to bind more closely together all 
parts of this Union. Its existence is a testimony to the South that 
their Northern brethren have a proper Christian regard for them ; 
that, notwithstanding the denunciations and manifest hostility 
of some in the North, there are those (and they constitute, I 
doubt not, a large proportion of the Northern community) who, 
whatever may be their views of " the peculiar institution" of the 
South, still consider their Southern neighbors as brethren, de- 
serving their confidence and sympathy, and affection. And on the 
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other hand, such an evidence of Christian esteem on the part of 
Northern Christians, as the existence of this association presents, 
contributes to excite gratitude and a corresponding degree of 
affection among the people of the South ; and thus your institution 
constitutes a link to bind us more indissolubly together. 

It is vain to disguise the fact that these two sections of the Union 
have not, for a few years past, cherished that mutual regard by 
which our fathers were distinguished. The most serious appre- 
hensions have been entertained by the wisest, most sagacious, and 
patriotic men of the land, that this experiment of self-government 
was about to fail ; that we were on the eve of the breaking up of 
this Union of States ; and that the most consummate wisdom, un- 
der God, was necessary to preserve us from the dreadful calamities 
that impended. We trust that danger has passed, and that the 
rash and fanatical spirit that once seemed to threaten the extinc- 
tion of our brightest hopes and fondest anticipations, will never 
exist again to such an extent as to alarm the lover of freedom and 
of man, lest the fires of liberty kindled by our Fathers upon our 
altars should be extinguished, and the spiritual prospects of mil- 
lions, based upon our example, and to be promoted through our 
instrumentality, should be utterly destroyed. Blinded indeed by 
a worse than party zeal must be that mind ; infatuated must be 
that man, who can ever desire to see this Union of States disolved, 
or who would be willing to base its continuance upon the observ- 
ance of his own abstract political or moral speculations, be they 
right or wrong. I do not say that circumstances could not occur 
which would justify the disseverance of these States. I can con- 
ceive of cases of such palpable violations of the original compact 
between the States, that no difference of opinion resptcting such vio- 
lations could exist, an acquiescence in which might result in great- 
er evils, even of a moral nature, than would flow from the dissolu- 
tion of the Union itself. ' But when I remember that the progress of 
the Gospel and its blessed institutions, as well as the advancement 
of civil liberty throughout the world, depends, in a great measure, 
upon the perpetuity of this Union of States — when I remember 
that if we fall, whether it be through our own madness and guilty 
infatuation, or by foreign conquest, the religious interests of mil- 
lions of the race of man, now enveloped in worse than Egyptian 
darkness, are jeopardized, perhaps for ever, ; and when I remember 
that the severance of this Confederacy will, in all probability, be 
followed by all the jealousies and animosities and warlike conflicts 
that have usually characterized petty independent sovereignties, 
thus raising an almost insuperable barrier against the extension of 
Christianity among our own people, I tremble to think even of the 
possibility of such a result. I could wish that it was as in former 
days, when the very word disunion would send a thrill of horror 
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into the universal mind of the republic. And I cannot but think, 
Sir, that if our Christian men especially, both in the North and 
South, were more accustomed to dwell upon the moral and relig- 
ious interests involved in the perpetuity of this Union; and if they 
would subordinate political considerations to the promotion of the 
spiritual and eternal well-being of the family of man, we should 
have greater security for the continuance of the nation as it is, than 
we now have. There would be more of the spirit of conciliation 
between conflicting parties, greater allowance for an honest differ- 
ence of opinion, less agitation of subjects known to be irritating 
and calculated to awaken sectional feeling and jealousy. Trivial 
questions would not be magnified as of vital importance ; and we 
should have a chord binding us together, even the ties of Christian 
brotherhood, that would be the surest guarantee for the transmis- 
sion to succeeding generations of our individual and social rights, 
and of all the blessings legitimately resulting from this glorious 
Union. 

Let us thank God that we still exist as one people, united to- 
gether for common objects and common interests. And in con- 
nection with unfeigned thanksgiving for the continuance of our 
Union thus far, let our prayer still be — 

" God, look down upon the land thou hast loved so well, 
And grant that in unbroken truth her children still may dwell, 
Nor, while the grass grows on the hill and streams flow through the vale, 
May they forget their fathers' faith, or in their covenant fail ! 
God keep the fairest, noblest land that lieth beneath the sun, 
Our country, our whole country, and our country ever one f* 
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Mb. President : — While I rejoice in the formation of the noble 
and benevolent institution over which you have been called to pre- 
side, yet I cannot but deplore the necessity which called it into 
existence. Had we of the North done our duty to the Southern 
section of our country, hundreds of well educated young men 
from our theological seminaries, burning with the love of souls, 
would have resorted to that field of labor to preach the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ, and to build up the waste places of Zion. 
It would have been, for obvious reasons, the field upon which we 
should have bestowed the most wisely directed and efficient labor. 
Any other portion of our land or the world, would have been pass- 
ed by sooner than that. The influence of these missionaries among 
our Southern brethren, would not only have been happy in its di- 
rect bearing, but in its reflex effect upon the North, removing or 
softening down all grounds of bitterness and sectional animosity. 
We should have felt a paternal interest in a region, for the supply 
of whose spiritual destitutions we were laboring and sending out 
our most talented and pious young men. But, alas, how differ- 
ent has been the course which we have pursued. Very few, in- 
deed, during these last twenty years, of our young candidates for 
the ministry, have selected that as the field of their labor, and those 
who have voluntarily done so, or by ill health have been compelled 
to seek the more genial clime of the South, have not been followed, 
as they should have been, with our prayers and sympathies. The 
consequence has been, that we have felt and manifested the most 
chilling indifference to the spiritual wants of the South, and have 
looked upon that great section of our country, as quite without 
the pale of Christian benevolence. I know that there have been 
and are many noble exceptions to this, but that such a feeling ex- 
ists very generally at the North, cannot, T think, be denied. There 
was then, Sir, a moral necessity for the establishment of this 
Southern Aid Society, founded on the constantly growing apathy 
at the North for the spiritual destitutions of the Southern section 
of our country. Good men felt that something must be done, and 
that immediately, towards supplying them with that gospel, with- 
out which every country, how great soever may be its natural 
advantages, must be but a region of sin, misrule and oppression. 
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This Society as thus founded, I love, Sir, because its sole ob- 
ject is to send the gospel to the South. The Gospel — the peace- 
ful, all-prevading, all-purifying gospel of Christ — how it thrills 
one's soul with joy to think of its promulgation in any portion of 
our world, where its blessed influences have not all, or even par- 
tially, been enjoyed. I confess, Sir, that I am one who in my sim- 
plicity have always deemed the gospel an adequate and well adapt- 
ed remedy for all the evils, social or moral, which afflict any com- 
munity. I know of no other or better remedial agency. I expect 
no other. Let the gospel be preached, as it was by Jesus of Na- 
zareth and his apostles ; let its great idea, a crucified, risen, reign- 
ing Saviour, be dwelt upon, and enforced, and held up as the object 
of love and adoration, and from every heart into which that love 
enters and holds sway, and from every communify composed of 
sincere followers of Christ, will all evil be banished — ana purity, 
peace, benevolence, mercy, kindness, love to others, reign in its 
place. If this be not so, the gospel is shorn of its brightest glory, 
and falls at once to a level with the plans which social enthusiasts, 
bigoted fanatics, and pseudo philanthropists, who now throng our 
land in such numbers, are in their folly devising to heal the social 
evils of life. But, oh, how immeasurably superior is the gospel, 
preached in its simplicity, purity and power, to all those inventions 
of men. How much is it to be deplored that ministers of Christ 
should ever be found who would descend from their pulpits to urge 
these inventions upon the consideration of their people, or what 
is still worse, bring their visionary and Utopian schemes for the 
renovation of society into the very pulpit, which has been conse- 
crated to the great work of saving souls from sin and death by the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. Is not that gospel adapted to re- 
move all the ills and evils of humanity ? To give it full utterance, 
are not all the mental powers and resources of Christ's ministers 
to be tasked to the utmost ? Does it not furnish scope for the most 
logical and powerful argumentation, the most pathetic appeals, 
and the most lofty and impassioned eloquence? Ought the proper 
and faithful functions of the ministers to leave any time or famish 
any inclination to descend into the turbid, muddy waters of polit- 
ical excitement, to draw thence themes upon which to harangue 
the people ? Such was not the example of Jesus Christ. He found 
the nation, to which in his state of incarnation he belonged, down- 
trodden and oppressed by one of the sternest and most unrelent- 
ing despotisms the world ever saw. Did he not feel for his op- 
ressed countrymen ? Would he not willingly have taken upon 
imself every amount of toil and suffering, provided thereby he 
could have effectually emancipated Judea from the Eoman yoke ? 
Why did he not make some display of that power which called 
Lazarus from the dead, expelled demons, and fed thousands from 
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a few loaves and fishes ; why did he not utter some burning de- 
nunciation, or some intimation even of his deep detestation of Ro- 
man tyrainy and oppression ? It was simply because that in the 



eradicate more effectually from society and the world, every form 
of oppression and misrule. He gave himself therefore with un- 
wavering singleness of purpose to the great work of preaching the 
gospel, and his example may, I think, with safety be followed by 
all his ministers to the end of time. I repeat then, Sir, that I re- 
joice in your Society — because its weapons are not carnal but spi- 
ritual, because it looks to no other instrumentality for good, than 
the glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I hold in my hand, Sir, a letter from one of your missionaries, 
which with your permission I will read. [Here Dr. O. read an ex- 
tract from this letter, giving an account of the conversion and bap- 
tism of two colored persons, after which he resumed]. Whose 
heart, Sir, does not thrill with joy at such recitals as this ? A soul 
converted, saved from endless ruin and brought into the glorious 
liberty of the gospel of Christ — why if your Society had accom- 
plished nothing more during the past year than this, it would be 
an ample reward for all your labors and benefactions. Go on then 
in the course so worthily and successfully commenced, and let the 
results of the year upon which you have now entered, show that 




agency, which would 



you are not weary in well doing. 
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Mb. President: 

I rise with pleasure to say a few words, even at this late hour. 
My interest in this cause is deepened greatly by my acquaintance 
with the missionary wants of the South. I spent between five 
and six years in New Orleans in laying the foundations of the first 
Presbyterian Church on Lafayette Square. I have not forgotten 
your own kindness at that time,, in placing in my hands a draft 
for $500, to carry forward the work of erecting a sanctuary which 
has been the fountain of great spiritual good to that city. That 
Church, and some others which have sprung from it, are now 
rich and influential. But we are to remember that, unlike our city, 
New Orleans has few churches to a large population. 

Our meeting this evening is small in respect to numbers, but it 
is encouraging to know that the cause is most popular where we 
should least have expected it. It is popular in Boston, and it is 
popular in New Orleans. In Boston a violent asperity against 
the South by a certain class, has called into existence an opposite 
feeling. Our meeting last spring in that city was a most cheer- 
ing one. Old Park Street Church was filled, and the sea of up- 
turned faces that gazed and listened with such profound interest 
while our genial Brother Wood, from Mississippi, addressed them, 
gave no doubtful indications of their approbation of this noble 
object. So in New Orleans where some have manifested bitter 
prejudices against the North, a similar antagonism has been called 
into being; and from testimonies we have received we do not be- 
lieve there is a more liberal feeling towards our particular object, 
and towards the whole North, to be found in any part of the 
country. 

One of the speakers this evening conceded that this is a section- 
al enterprise, and proceeded to justify it as such. I appreciate 
the thought in the sense in which he intended it, but think it an 
unnecessary concession. It is an effort of the whole North to as- 
sist the whole South, so that in giving and receiving, it embraces 
the nation. 

The South needs our assistance, and certainly they are prepar- 
ed to profit by it. As in most cases where the means of grace 
are limited, the people are not gospel hardened. I give as an in- 
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series of sermons and to administer the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper to a country church in Louisiana. During these few days 
of stay there, nearly all the planters in the neighborhood called to 
pay their respects to me as a stranger. They spoke in such terms 
of the gospel, that I asked the elder of the church, where were 
the scoffers and the sceptics ? Have you no infidels here — no er- 
rorists that object to future punishment and the divinity of Christ 
and other vital doctrines of the gospel ? His reply was, " I reckon 
there are none such among the population about here. I never 
heard of any. They are all friendly to religion." Nor is there 
any such difficulty in the way of preaching the whole gospel in 
the South as some imagine. I have never known a minister in 
the South to experience the least restraint in preaching the whole 
Gospel. And sure I am that I never felt the slightest temptation 
to pass by or avoid the full exposition of a text of Scripture be- 
cause it would not be relished by a Southern audience. 

We have the best assurances of success in this work, because it 
has continually and quietly made progress ever since it was first 
organized. If we have risen from $4,000 to $13,000, without a 
man to devote himself to our work, I think we can, by employing 
the whole time of a judicious Agent, secure $30,GOO the next year. 
Men cannot, with any show of reason, oppose our work. It does 
not touch in any way, vexed and political questions. Our institu- 
tion forms a beautiful contrast with the worldly schemes of re- 
forming the South. It goes forth as Christianity herself, arrayed 
in robes of purity ; moving with gentleness ; bearing light ; and 
uttering accents of love, befriending alike the rich master and his 
poor slave. The opposite system of reform presents a totally dif- 
ferent aspect. With its noble sentiments in respect to the ulti- 
mate plan of Providence to " lift up the poor from the dust and 
the beggar from the dunghill," it unites a vaunting of its philan- 
thropy, as if wisdom and goodness had no place but in its circle. 
If we should personify it in contrast with the Southebn Aid So- 
ciety, we should not make it a gentle looman, but a manoi strange 
incongruity, — a man in armor, with haughty eye and scornful lip, 
looking for all the world like the personification of a different ob- 
ject by the glowing pen of McCauley ; — looking like one arrayed 
u in the sluttish magnificence of a Eussian noble ; all dirt and dia- 
monds — filthy linen and inestimable sables." 

We want no such auxiliary. We wai\t such friends of the South 
as cannot be doubted ; suoh as are governed by a true Christian 
spirit. We want the Gospel — the simple word of God, spread 
with tears, with prayers, with love, till the South and all the world 
shall acknowledge it, and bow to its influence. 
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